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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TEACHERS OF 
MATHEMATICS. 

About ten years ago an organization known as the National 
Council of Teachers of English was formed. Today it has a 
membership of 5,000. Under the leadership of the English 
Journal those 5,000 teachers are practically a unit in any 
project leading to the improvement of the teaching of English 
in the high schools of the United States. What a force for 
progress! Any question or problem confronting teachers of 
English is promptly handled by their National Council. 
Through their journal, all teachers of that subject are im- 
mediately aware of any significant experiment, study or change 
in curriculum in any part of the country. 

During the same period high school mathematics courses 
have been assailed on every hand. So-called educational re- 
formers have tinkered with the courses, and they, not knowing 
the subject and its values, in many cases have thrown out 
mathematics altogether or made it entirely elective. The in- 
dividual teachers and local organizations have made a fine 
defense to be sure, but there could be no concerted action. 
Finally, the American Mathematical Association of America 
came to the rescue and appointed a committee to study the 
situation and to make recommendations. Already two valu- 
able reports have been issued and others are in preparation. 
The pity of it is that this work, wholly in the realm of the 
secondary schools, should have to be done by an organization 
of college teachers. True they have generously called in high 
school teachers to help, but the fact is that it remained for the 
college people to initiate the work. They could do it because 
they possessed a live, vigorous organization. 

To help remedy the existing situation the National Council 
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of Teachers of Mathematics was organized last spring at the 
N. E. A. meeting held in Cleveland. 

A journal being absolutely necessary for the life and action 
of the Council, the Executive Committee immediately began 
negotiations for the control of The Mathematics Teacher, a 
magazine published quarterly by the Association of Teachers 
of Mathematics in the Middle States, and Maryland. These 
negotiations resulted in the National Council receiving The 
Mathematics Teacher free of debt, with the good will of the 
eastern association. It was a magnanimous action prompted 
solely by the highest motives and desires for the good of mathe- 
matics teachers in general. As President of the National Coun- 
cil, I publicly acknowledge the obligation and responsibility 
laid upon its officers and sponsors. That action is a challenge 
to us for unselfish devotion to the interests of mathematics in 
the secondary schools of the country. We are ready to accept 
the responsibility. In behalf of the Executive Committee and 
the editors of the journal, I pledge the best service that we are 
able to render. We do not claim superior ability in teaching 
or leadership. We do have, however, a consuming desire to 
give mathematics and the teaching of mathematics their proper 
place in the educational world. We desire to establish a 
medium through which the teachers of mathematics may ex- 
press themselves on any question that pertains to their subject 
and its teaching. We realize the temporary character of our 
stewardship and, therefore, seek to establish the Council and 
its official journal upon a firm basis, before the leadership 
passes into other hands. 

We also recognize the fact that unless we give value re- 
ceived for the membership fee no one will become a member 
a second time. We, therefore, intend to make good. We do 
not mean to explain. We also recognize the great inspiration 
and responsibility that a large membership will give us. 
Thus, the individual teachers have a duty as well as the officials 
of the Council. If the movement should fail the individual 
teacher who has not become a member and contributed his bit 
toward success will be as much to blame for failure as any one 
else. 

Now, fellow teachers, what considerations should influence 
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us in deciding whether or not to join the Council? First, on 
the one hand, there is the fee of $2.00. That amount would 
buy forty issues of the Saturday Evening Post^ or one seat at 
the opera or standing room "at one football game. Second, 
things are all right as they are. There are enough associa- 
tions and meetings already. A national organization cannot 
render any service not given by existing organizations. 

On the other hand there are some good reasons for the Na- 
tional Council. First, it will at all times keep the values and 
interests of mathematics before the educational world. In- 
stead of continual criticism at educational meetings, we intend 
to present constructive programs, by the friends of mathe- 
matics. We prefer that curriculum studies and reforms and 
adjustments come from the teachers of mathematics rather 
than from the educational reformers. 

Second, it will furnish a medium through which teachers in 
one part of the country may know what is going on in every 
other part of the country. Significant reports and studies 
and experiments will be given wide circulation through the 
oflicial journal. Otherwise they would be known only locally. 

Third, the Council through its journal will furnish a me- 
dium of expression for all of the teachers of the country. 
Thus, a feeling of solidarity will be aroused. All teachers of 
mathematics will know that they are members of one family, 
working together under a common leadership. 

Fourth, the Council will help the progressive teacher to be 
more progressive. It will also arouse the conservative teacher 
from his satisfaction and cause him to take a few steps ahead. 

Fifth, the splendid work of the National Committee on 
Mathematical Requirements will be conserved and extended as 
time and new conditions may show the need. 

Sixth, the Council should receive the support of every 
teacher of secondary mathematics because it intends to main- 
tain a journal whose editors and writers are real class room 
teachers. In fact, the teachers themselves are the owners of 
the journal, if they will but join the Council. 

The Committee is daily receiving assurances of co-operation 
and support from individuals and organizations in different 
parts of the country. Already the Council has been endorsed 
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by the Chicago Women's Mathematics Club, the Chicago 
Men's Mathematics Club, the Mathematics Section of the Cen- 
tral Association of Science and Mathematics Teachers, the 
Mathematics Teachers of the City of Chicago, the Association 
of Teachers of Mathematics in the Middle States and Mary- 
land, the Mathematics Section of the Minnesota State Teach- 
ers' Association, the Mathematics Section of the Teachers' 
Conference held at the University of Illinois, The Mathematics 
Club of St. Louis, the Mathematics Section of the Missouri 
State Teachers' Association, the Mathematics Section of the 
Iowa State Teachers' Association and the Mathematics Sec- 
tion of the Wisconsin State Teachers' Association. 

The Executive Committee desires to thank all who have so 
heartily approved the Council and its plans. It also invites 
the support and cooperation of all other individuals and 
organizations who are yet on the outside. We desire to serve 
in the best possible way all teachers of mathematics who wish 
to cooperate with us. 

C. M. Austin, 

Oak Pabk High School, President National Council 

Oak Park, III. of Teaclvers of Mathematics. 



